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we have been enjoying the scenery around here and also -vre have been fin
ishing up the ne~V. bouse.· YOur editor is almost ready to take. out a 
membership in 'the 'local carpenter 1 s ~ion, . after building a den up in the 
attic to house the col.ieection of magazines and books. The place is now 
ready for occupancy, and once again, vre extend an invitation to any fans 
coming up this way to stop by and pay us a visit. The phone number at the 
house is 9.::.8719, and we'd be mo re than happy to ·see you. 

There >-rill be one more i ssue of PEON tlhs year, dated December, and 
mailed out sometime during that month. It will not be as big an issue as 
this one, ,and' wiil be the last issue mailed out until sometime ar01.md May 
of next year, at which time, PEOH 1s fifth anniversary issue will be re
leased. This anniversary issue wi~l be something o~ a landmark in the 
annals of .ranzin~ ~uplishiBg; and· will be something thcit I don't think has 
ever been dotle ·before" Full details vTill -be given in the next issue of 
PEON; but ·I might add a warning that if you are not a subscriber to PEON, 
you 1 d better become one before that anniversary issue, for you're going to 
miss soMethingl .. 

- oOo-

A neT.v service for fans. illld by a fan has been inaugurated by Ronald D. 
Rentz of West Har:f£·ord, Connecticut, the erstwhile president of the Conn
ecticut Science Fiction League. Operating under the name of Fantasy and 
Science Fiction Book Club, Ron offers almos t any new book in the science
fiction and fantasy ;fipld at· good discounts. · The club operates somm-That 
along tho lines of. the Book-of-the-Mooth Club, and while the theorj has 
been tried elSewhere 'before; ·r am fairly certain that Ron has the imow-how 
to make a success'of this one. Due~ are praotically nothing, and I highly 
recommend that you cpntact Rorr at 130 Vera Street, West Hartford 7, Conn., 
for further deta'ils. Tell him I s ent you--maybe I'll get a. free book! 

-cOo-

I was highly pleased to her,r that tho Philadelphia group is· gai:n[;(-to 
hold noxt year's s.f. c.onvcntion. Sincere congratulations to them, and.I 
kn(}~:~tbat they >-till p:rescnt a bang-up convention for us in 19 53.. It did 
me good to knovr that they won it,, <1.nd not th'c' California group--for j_f it 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32) 
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Timidly, t entatively, Charles Fort expres s ed the above theory. I~id
l y , t~ntlatively, a f e t._r have ac cepted i t . For the most part with reservat
i cns . Fort off er ed a few ~solated examples of odd disappearances t o 
bol s t er his theory -- not nearly suffi ci ent evidenc e t o gain h . .in gene ral 
credence , Perhaps Charles Fort did not know the s ta ggering truth- - mor e 
probabl y , he dared not r eveal i ~ ! 

If t he facts we re divulged to Lhe v!Orld at l a r t;e , it v-ro ul.d crcntc un
i maginabl e panic. It is my "Qelief, hoc.Jever, tha t s cience f i ction devo t ees 
as a gr oup are realistic, mature and l,;vcl-headed e nough t o receive this 
infor mation w:ith calm intelligence . fl.nd intelligence we need, my f.r i ends , 
i f He are not all to vanis h front the f <:tcr; of the earth. 

I am a magazine edito r. In the course of my business t her e has been 
gradue.lly r evealed t o me a diabolical pa~tern. Thi s pattern must also be 
evident t o all ot he rs who do a s ubs ta[\tia1 business through t he mails , b1.1 t 
i t i s not the sort of thing yo'.l can present t o newspaper reporters :) r t he 
Uni ted Nations. You bottl!i! it up, b u:ry it deep and deepe r unt il you can't 
qui t e remember why your nightmares are slowly crumpling your r.Und. l\.s t he 
hc rrible pattern clarifies, your r ofuge is finally obtained in the bl essed 
oblivi on of madness. 

This , then, expla ins the c onstant turnove r in publis hers and edi tors . 
I f you are skeptical, compare any l 9Lt8 liGtinG of e ditors and publishers 
Hi th t he 1952 listing. The exceedingl y few duplications arc accow1 ted f or 
i n the main by the despe r a t c.pr ac t. icc of certain magazines to ass ign staff 
names such aG Johahn L. Stronbc r l'y - Art Editor; whi ch namn is passed 
al one to the 30 or mor e hol de r s ,~ f t!1at. pc,si tion during the ens uing ye~n:; . 

Let me not digress. I am cxce8dinglJT" f ortuna t e in b>::inc a stf f an . To 
fandom I can unburden my dread sr:cTE t, and thus -- pe rhaps r et ain r.w 
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mm t enuous hold on sanity. To fandom I can at last offer the i ncdmtro
vertible proof that we are being fi shed for -- apparently by commercial 
fi$hem.en, for a wholesale fish market. 

·' lvJy awareness developed graduall y. The first indication was the small 
but steady trickle of magazines r eturning to us with the post office 
stamp "UNKNOWN" or " UNCLADJEDII acr oss their labels. Who were these sub-
scribers, I wondered? \my vre re they "unknown" at the address they had 
confidently given us? Did t h<::y knovr thay we r e 11 unknown11 ? Did they think 
we were keeping their money to be mean? It was vaguely sad, I f elt. 

I became more dis turbed aa I checked back on the original subscription 
orders to be certain err ors had not boon made in addressing. Here was 
( where is?) Martin J acques, of Shreveport, La. On May ~th, 1950, 1'-lartin 
sent us five dollars for his subscription• His first i ssue was mailed to 
him on Nay 8t h . On May 16th, the magazine came back rJi th the blE:ak stamp 
"UNCLAJMED." In one comer s omeone had s cribbled "Moved - Left No AdQ.rcss 
or Number." Obviously a cover- up, I realize now. At the time I merely 
thought it unusual and r a the r unl ikely that a pers on, suffic i ently settled 
to subscribe for a magazine for tv~ years , should in the s pace of 12 days 
or less, remove himself with such finality . 

As this circumsta nce became 'duplicated over and over, I was forced to 
a reluctant conclusion. 'To multiply the unusual by the unlikely until it 
resulted in the commonplace was impossible ! Ther e f or e, these poor people 
wGre not removing thcmsel ves -- they vJcrc being moved. 

As the months passed I came to accept the growing box of urctum" 
cards with some indifference . A small core of uneasiness remained but it 
was so easy to shrug and say - 110h, People • 11 Until b.pril 19 , 19 Sl, that 

·- is. 

On that fateful day, the part of me that takes over on automatic, rou
tine tasks was filling out a card f or Donald Caron, 1446 Alb:reciht Ave ., 
Nmv York, N. Y. Again, it was a first issue, r eturning -- poor Mr .. Caron 
would be r eceiving nothing f or his money. I came t o the spa<;:e marked 
ureason for r eturn". I filled it in from the post office s t amp and then 
stared dumbfounded at what I had·. >rritten1 There was no mistake . The mind 
staggering }:Bason f o r returning was : 11 NO SUCH STRE;ET IN CITY I·IAMED 11 1 

Then sanity took over. The vJhole thing was obviously a typist 1 s 
error . I would find the subscriber' s original l etter, make t he c orrection 
and send the magazine on its way with, a l etter of apology. I went to the 
files and pulled out the original. In sick bewilde 1ment I s tared at it; 
clutched it until my shaking hand bl urred the neatly printed l etterhead 
that read, trDonald Caron, 1446 /~,lbre cht J~.ve ., New YorK, N. Y ·" Idioti
cally, the first thought that came to my numbed bra in was "vlhat did he do 
>vi.th all his other let terheads? " 

And then the thunde r in my mind: 11WHAT Hl.PPENED 'I'O JJ.,BRECHT /,.VENUE-
J,ND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED THERE??? 11 

,. 
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I wrote a frantic l etter to the lkH York postmaster, I s ent him the 
l et terhead t o impress him wit h the fact tha t JJ.brecht J.venuo !'lUST exist, 
I pl eaded with him to t ell me t~lbrecht Avenue had be en r ight there unde r 
their noses 2.ll along -- that their h<'.rr ied employees had made a n i stake. 
I received i n reply a curt no te t o the effect that Albrecht Avenue did not 

. and [)ad never existed in the bounda:r;ios of Ne-vr York City. 

That was when I fully, f or the first tim8, realized the presence of 
the FISHER1'1EN. Realized their growing boldness, ruthlessness. And r eal
ized my own helplessness. Individual people hav8 di sappeared and f cv.r 
think of t he strangeness of it beyond the moment. But vJhat was the full 
scope of Their power i'fhon an entir e city avenue with all its inhabi t:.ants , 
could vanish, not only physically, · but fr om the minds and r eco r ds of all 
mankind ! 1.rJhere -- if anywhere - - wore tho Albre~ht Avenue citizens , I 
v;ondered -- C?.nd trembled, 

Once, They grew careless. 1~ gap appeared in tho veil and it sce111ed to 
me that I could almos t -- but frust rat:.ingly not quite -- touch hands -vrith 
the vanished. I will relate the eerie series of incidents chronologica
lly. 

His name was George Kotowski. In December of 1951 he sent us a sub-
scription containing three dollars. He mailed the fir st tviO issues vrhich 
promptly returned marked, 11 UNKNOvJN". l.nother I catch '• St~ icly, I relega~
ted Geo rge Kotowski to the limbo of the lost. 

In l~opril of 19 51, four months after his subscription had been r ece ived 
ancl r eturned, the veil swayed aside and the spectral hnnd of Mr. Ko tousld 
tapped me on the shoulder. It appear s that in s ome vray, s omevrhe r e, Hr. K. 
came t o rea~ize that he had not received his magazines . \1Te r~cei ved a 
l etter from him asking if we had rece i ved his subscription. · When I cane 
atcross his name in my routine check of tho "re turn" fil e , I r ealized the 
implication of tvh J.t had occurr:::d. For the first time one of the lost had 
returned ! 

I -v;rote t o Mr. Kotowski, explaining -- a clever l etter that attempted 
t o draH an explanation from him . Hy lett er came back a t once I·Jith the 
fnmili:l.r stamp that froze my marr ovJ - 11 UNKNOWN 11 • 

TvJO months later, we received y et another l e t ·t-e"r' · from 1'1r. K. It 
vn'U.11g my heart. Its tone was pl aintive. He had s ent us $3.00, No maga
zines. He had written. No ans wer. Wouldn't we please - -. Yours sin
cerely, Mr. George Kotowski. 

I was confused -- hopeful puzzled. This was unhGard of deviation . 
It seemed that, although I could not reach Mr. K., yet he vro.s awar e of his 
past nc tions, and could r each US thro ugh the mails l Once norc I tried 
pr~ying. If I could just get in contact 1-rith Nr. K. he might possibly be 
able t o explain s ome of my intol e r;;..ble bev.rilderment. Hy l ast l etter -
and all r:1y hopes -- winged back wi th t he cw·sed stamp -- "UW\r 10WNJ11 Ti·Ticc 
he had r eturned and twice retreated -·- it was too bitterl 
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I wrote a final desperate l ett er to the postmaster of his city and 
received back the most chilling answer of all. The l etter from th e post
mnstc r revealed to me that Their influence was :j_nfinite , extending ovon t o 
our civil s ervants. Tho postmaste r 11 cxplainodti the mnttcr carel essly .:.._ 

-·not even bothering t o make it logical o The ins9l ent, obviously ph-:my "ox
planation" th2.t I received was thJ.t r~r. K1 s landlady had a grudge 2-gainst 
him and had been returning all h ... s mail for the last eight months! . 

I vms direotcd t o continue t o s end the magazines and the postmastGr 
woUld be personally respons ible f or their delivery. 

Mr. K 's magazines go forth r egularly and .no l onge r return. But I make 
no further a~tempt~. to ·r each him . It is futilee 

I have become a ·shell - a stom~o Incapable of further emotion, I .h~ave 
accepted with fatali sm the l atest-, development and enlargement of the 
_diabolical pat t e rn. With increasing £:rcquoncy my magazines, mailed t o 
hopef ul subscr ibers, have been r oturn:J,ng with the latest, most appalling, 

.. rubbe r s tamp of all .- - 11 NO ,SUCH CITY IN STJ, .. TE NiJ1.ED 11 l 

I vrrito no more frantic l .etters. Ho•:J can you write t o the pustmaster 
of a city that is no l onger in cxistancG W!irth, I knm..-, no record o.f 
existancc o 

• I che.ck ,no moro original subscri ptions ., I know_, .from shattering ex-
perience , that 'the name of the non-existant city will be clearly printed 
or typcwritte•n by tho vanishodo Significant it is, that never, · with the 
one exception of Mr ., Kotowski, have 1-10 r(_)cei ved a quer<; from any of these 
l os t subscribe r s . Wh&t human bcj_nr:;, frrJc and walking this earth, 1-muld 
accept without complaint or quGstion tho loss of hi s dol l a rs? !.sk of 
yourself if this is not the mos t telling point of all. "* 

For the examination of _ the l3 kepticnl 1-.re have on fil e _, the complete re
cords of these occurences -- r ecords of the Vanished, groHing, burgeooing. 
Records that gibber . of lonely s ouls -- neighborhoods of l os t s ouls 
villages; towns and ~ities of cur _forgottcn, forsaken orothors. 
. . ' 

~dito rs of' f anz ines, l ook bravely at your , ovm records. In~miniature~ 
I am sure, they will duplicate the pattern I have outlined • 

. 
Pcrh2.ps, it will come t~ pass, .that vihen man finally reaches the my-

sterious , unattainablQ stars, he will truly find life on othe r worlds. 
Lifo scooped up in tho seines of the unfathomable Fishermen -- s et down 
int.ict in another of Their celestial fishbowls. !J.lah grant that this .be 

; I 

So be it ••••• 

~-4~· .: , . .~r. ••. ' ~r~ 
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bon howaro oonne ll 
"Have you ever had a dream.? 11 Henderson asked his vJife who walked· bo ... 

side him . 1. breaker crashed 2.gainst bared r ock, and the clean salt spray 
filtered into the clean night breeze . There was the r oar of SUI'f poundint; 
against the broken rocks that li11ed the shore, and therG was the tan~-y 

fragrance of the sea that floated on the warm atmosphere ') f lonlincss that 
prevailed • . Henerson put his a nn around his bride of one day . 

11Hhat is a dream?" Hyrina i nquired tonelessly . Henderson rais ed his 
nose tc inhale the smell of marine life and r otting driftHood. 

11 /,_ dream i s something wonderful, 11 he said. He stopped walking and 
stared for a long minute out into the churning tUI'bulance of st3.rlit, 
restless waters. Fulling his wife dovm with him, he sat on the radiant 
white sand of the beach. It s t ill retained the ~-rarmth c:f t he day, and it 
Kas pleasant to just sit there and ·Hatch the ocean roll in and ou b 1-ri. th a 
ceaseless patience and endUI'ing calm. He still stared to sea Nith a vac
ant hollo-..r l ook, as if he didn 1 t see Hhat he looked directly at . !fJ. dream 
is like that ocean out there; 11 he said, "first, all is calm and the sur
face of your sleep i s still and content. Then, there is a slight imperce
ptable movement, res tless and pending . Then there is a ripple, s rr1all, in
significant, but it becomes t~-ro r:fhpplos , then three, then many as the 
surface breaks with an uneasy >.rhisper <illd 2" silent wave pu~ls bad:, raises 
itself, then crashes vJith a ::.plitting roar at;ainst thtJ shore of 1tJGkoful
ncss . You have J. dream right there in that wonderful second bchloLn real 
and unr:cal, our world and the -vwrld. of dreams . To have 0 dream is--good .fl 

11 Hhat is a dream about? H The v.Jicc was coldly l ogical, precir~e , and 
vQth no emotion, no feeling t o it. 

Henderson l ooked at the girl he had married. The -vJind ~-ras in her hair 
disturbing it; she smiled at his attention to her, and sclf-consci01lSly, 
Hith a moti on the technicians had "1-Jo rlwd hard and long to duplicate, shs 
brushed the str aggli ng auburn locks back from her angular f ace , t he blue
gloHing starlight bounching soft rofloctions from her i vary white te,2th-
shp smiled. They Nere machine- honed to a mechanical perfection. Hade t o 
order; the perfect mate, he thought bitterly. Just right in tempement. 
Suited perfeGtly t o him. 

Hfl drearfl--11 he se.archod tho blank fetce , probing deep into the icy op
tics that gleamed Hi th a col d fi re , :md he imagined he could hco.r the 
gears 1-Jhirring and clikcing inside of her , underneath the plastic covering 
and frrunework that served as l:cU1 ckin and bone to the productisn-linc 
crc<;ctUI'c sitting next to him . He ::;huddcl·cd • 

. ul'll shoVJ y ou what a drc;'nl is like, 11 he said finally . ucomc,n he 

-------------- - - ---
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murmure d, and t ook her unresis tin~ hand and l e d he r upwards , away f r on the 
beach, high about it, t o tho angr y cl iffs that jutte d ove r tho ocean . Tho 
wind whistled over the r ough hewn edges of the rocks t ha t cut Henders on ' s 
hands and t or e his clothing e Hyrina 1 s r osis te11t plas ti-cove ring 1-ras un
marr ed. Exhausted from the cl imb, Hende rs on stagge r e d t o tho edge of the 
cliff and wave r e d on the edge, dragg;ng he r with him. 

They stood and l ooked downwar d i nto the maw of darkness. Th~ sea Has 
f aint l y pe rccpt able as .a subtle rythm f ar bel ovlo The ssars, as they pro
gresse}i the sky, l ooked down wi th a s l ight curiosity at the two f igures 

· t h2t we re p er ched high above t ho eart h 2Jld Hat e r, and the stars s aw a man 
of f l esh with a haggard l oo k on a l ean nondes cript f a ce , and a f aint hurt 
t Hi nkl e in his ey es. imd tho s t a r s saH a woman of t e chnol ogy, a uorrian of 
wonde r and · great achievement, bui l t with a p e rfection that unee ringl y 
matched he r hum.m ma_to, but .. :who noH could no t unde r s tand his strange act
i ons. 

nGrc at God, Myrina, , c an 't you ~dorstand? 11 he s c r eamed suddenly . "No, 
I gues s you can't; 11 he r el ented , · 11You 'vc neve r dreamed, h.:1ve you? You 
can novc:r imagine , nor hope , nor share my succe s s es and f ailures . The 
anti septic, concrete imd metal, paper and ink government that built y o u 
has no us c f er s illy things like tha t , docs it? But the p eople vias be 
kept contented. Aft er the plague there a r c mor e men t han \..Jomcn, s o build 
nm-r womeno The beneficial gove r nment l oves i t s populati on, and vrould do 
anythi ng f or them., I t s: t e chnol ogy 1tms n 7 t good enough t o fight the plague, 

· but :that doesn't matter, does i'\;.? Just keep the s urvi vors h appyo Lif e-
like - -just like r eal girls --do qny thing a r e al on e could do . No ! They 
can' t dreamo Th ey car. 1t shar e t heir mon. ' s hopes, des ires, becaus e they ' re 
only robots, r egardless of how porfe ct, ~ 1 

HDea r, does that matter? rr s2.id Hyrina, softly. 
not easily disconc ertcda 

Nerve s of ~tel~l arc 

IIYes , My God, yes !" He t ook he r by the arm and l e!ll he r to the 
of" the pr e cipice ., III can show y ou Hha :t a dr eam is l i ke .u 

edge 

"I l ·ove you, dear •••• 11 It was tho only t hing s he could t hi nk of . 
Desperately, he r selectors r evicvJcd tiny memory t apes, searching for the 
bu i lt i n s olution t o t he pr oblem she f aced, and no t f indin g it. Rel ays 
clicked, and s canne rs probed memor y banks to no avail. He r vocabul ary 
tape moved unde r electric eyes, h2lf-heartedl y see king t ho word ' drc :~ '. 

He t ook her hand and s t epped off the cliff. They ·plumeted dmm lilw 
two ::'OCks, down t o the ocean that Hende rson so J.ovccl . On the vlay down, 
the metal and pl as tic crea t ure had the faintes t stir rin g of c onsciousnoss . 
lvfomory banks of thick protein, substance inte rwoven with · f ino el ectrical 

· n erves recorded the sensation of fal;Lin g under t he classification 1d ream '. 
Then ther .e Has a sens ation that. the s elcc:tor s and scanners and memory bank 
,{ere ' at a l oss t o expl ain. Their mechanical bewilderment l aste d f or 
exactly one one-hundredth of a se c ond ~ 

------ - ------ -----
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larry saunbers 
"I think thut I shall nev er see , 

Any g o0 d. f ent ast i s -poetry." 
- --Dugg i e Fisher :rr . fr om 0DD 

!.ppropriatoly containe d vrithin the 2.bove two lines ( used, incidentally 
uithout permission) is fand0m1s 'pr evailinG opinion :;, f fan-po e t ry; . e.n 
opin;bcn that furthe r s trcnt;thcns \·Ji th the appearance of e ach now pcom.. 
Despite this opinion it i s "a negl ected field 2s far as criticism i s can
cor ned; hence the idcn f or ·the f ~J ll G'trinc pnracraphs. I n attempting t c 
(!;2 i n a critical viewpoint, I 1ve gl .:mccd t hr ough all of t he fanzines I hav<J 
savoJ., t h r out;h the pas t f ew years .<tnd r c :.cd o.nd re-read each po em, no small 
t.J.sk.. . I could not possibly attempt t o r eview all or even a frac ~i::;n · :; f 

t he poems pr:lnted f o r va rious r e .J.s ons ; t hen , t oo , I ' vc missed ma..Dj' fin e 
~zines Hhich mir;ht conceivably con tain Goo d poetry . E.s y -::; u can ~ ec , what 

I have t 0 say i s limi. ted in mor r; ,,r,cws t han one . 

Fan poetry, if nothing else, i s pl entiful. · In this r ;spoct i t resen~ 
bl r~s _fan .hcti·m; and like fan fic tion its c;eneral qu.J.li t y l eaves much t o 
be desired . 1n analogy seems t ) b2 in .;rde r f or no o the r r eason t ht:m the 
f act. th2.t the t1iro bran ches arc e;encrdl ly consiucr cd t o be in t he sar'JI.:: boa:t 
( of the G inkinc; varie ty). 

Fan fiction, needles s t o point .Jut, is thor oughly and Hhol e h~rtedly, 

despised by he ma j ority of all f:.:.ns , ric tive o r othcrwisG ; and authors, 
like _myself, clo nothinc; .to allc '(iatc the s ituation. Ye t, as f ew seem t2 
l'calize, it is inc r edibly difficul t t o p ro duce even mcdic.icrc f i ction . One 
sentence or mor e can t hr ow a n enti re stcry into the r eaJJTJ of t he r i':li cul.;. 
ous , .:md since the maj ority o.f us hope:f uis are not John Collie r or ru.:~y 
Bradbury, this ve ry oftc~n happen s . Cl early, h~.; rc fan-po<...:t r~y- h.J.s t he doci
dc!d "Qdcc, f or in composin[ an o.vc r a[c poem, f a r l ess linr]G arc used, ilnd 
one can keep a tiGht check ri r;ht t hrouc;h t o the finis h . Ever try t his 
>vi t h 211 ".lrc ady condense d story? 

Demand f or f an-poetry is approx:i.l"latcl y nil f or a t l c2.st that's t he im
pn;s~i ::m I '.ve re c c iv~d fr ..Jm r c::•di nc i nnum•.c r abl c l e tte r c':lumns anc~ i n 1'1Y 
cnm pcrocn[tl correspondence . Yr t 1rh ilc t h·J r c is nc• demand f or it, I .dc,.lbt 
if i t lt :-cs ctny s iz abl e enemi es ; mGst fcms prcf errinc t o l Gt its prcsenc0 
s kip by unnotic ed and unchall en ccd j_n thc3 r ol e ,,f dis inte r es t ed spcctn.tor. 
CJnti nuinr, a l on r.; this lin u >f tlluu[;ht l 1 v(~ noticed th<tt t he r;2ncr ol bulk 
0f it; is una r ir.; inal, inuff cn:-;ivC'; l H; l u it h::~;; Lhe udc;c c :flcr f ~mfict.i., n; and 

ilS a e;cnc ral . rule makes .a fine nt tcmpt tc· stcG r clear c f f andJin ' s llc• r bcd · 
wrath, f o r which you can't b12mC' thn roct s . The typi cc.\l poem~ i s ' i.n 
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eff ect, a fill er; something that can te read and then immediately f or
gotten, calling f or no appreciabl e comn::.:nt, good or bad. By this method 
it is to be rated and manages t o .coh tinuo. its persistant innocuous exist
ance. 

Of course, poetry is most. certainl y .of limited value, if any, t o 
either fandom or science-fiction; · itself" I sincerely doubt if any fuss 
w0uld be raised if all fanzincs and prozines . sudden~y dropped the practice 
of presenting poetry.. Underst<mdably, fan authors would be upset but if 
vi ewed in the cold light of re as on, you 1ll discover that the greater bulk 
of poetry is r epresentative · of only a very small minority of r eaders; the 
r egul ar contributors, as is the case with fan-fiction. HOw I don ' t sugg
es t dropping fan poetry, f or like f an fiction, it servos a definite need. 

·Of the· many types that appear, the C • .A.. Smith formula is undoubtably 
• -the height of something or other. Apparently many fans highly value the 
.. poetry of Smith and have set him up as their model. The r esult is a god.-

avlful mess thatbesides being unreadabl e i s unprouncable. . 

Smith, I t ake it, has s ome s ort of i dea behind each poem, but if this 
i s true, s o far his ideas hav.e escaped me--completely. Now, perhaps I'm 
being unij.ust; ·perhaps, . when in such poems as 11 The Hashish Eater", "Nycta
l ops" (spelled backwards 11S,polatcyn11 --it 1s still unpronouncable) and other 
such dandies, Smith weaves a quote 11 Ri ot of imagery colors ", he is achiev
ing a certain form of beautyJ a form of beauty emphasized and developed 
-s6meti me earlier by Swinburne and other r omantic r e volutionists . Of 
course, there a re a few trifling diff e r ences between Swinburne . and Smith; 
Swinburne being solely occupied wi th eroticism, while Smith content.od. h:i..M
self with unspeakable ho rrors. Then, t oo , SHinburne also had the s light 
advantage of possessing genius; which, of course, wouldn'-t prevent C. A. 
fr om grandly j otting down ei ght een page epics, which from ~the seO@nd sen-
tence on are unreadable n 

Influenced by Smitl), a certain clique of fans r egularly assal.tlt the 
vari ous fanzines with their distorted efforts. I won't quote any l ines or 
men t.i on any names .. as this procedure of poking fun at fans i s lin.( air and 
woul d only lead t o uppleasantn~s s. Of a deep mystery t o me is ~hy fans 
v-1ill continually turn out tripe of this sort which wasn't any good t o be
gin 1rith and which certainly doesn't improve any by the ir clever i mitat
i ons . Poetic license allows t hem to, in theory, but in actual practice, 
it's something else again. Poetry is the mos t unres tricted of all f orms 
of lit e rature and as such, allows one to express thems elves perfectly in 
hi-s o r her bvm personal idiom. Frankly, I cannot concei ve of that t ype as 
be ing a personal idiom. Abortion, comic r elief, yes---but, as s omething 
fol t pers onally or oven faintly expe rienced in the mind or r eality--never . 
Swinburne , Rossetti, o thers perhaps are of genius calibrJ ; but how many 
of.~s possess genius . 

Generally fan poetry is conce rned vJ i th t elling a story, Hhich is natu
ral, and while most of these ppcms o.re r ol ativcly unoriginal and unimport
ant, at least they make a n a ttempt t'') be r eadable, no small mat t er at 
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that., l'1any l eading f anzines car r y r cg:.1lar contributors s uch as FiJ~FltRE, 

SF'J,CESHIP, QUJ,NDRY . I omrnittcd JTient ion 'of PEON, ·since edit or Lc:e l1i ddlo 
has published, to my knowle dge , only three poems since I ' ve been r.ece i vi ng 
thi s most exc ellent tzine . Opi nion on poems : Not bad, 'not memorabl e, but 
not bad. 

I t hought tha t las t s t anza of t he DinvQdclie (hones t ? ) (honest--ed ) 
poe.m "The Unanswe r e d Question" t hat appea r ed in t he September 19 51 i ssue 
of PEON was certainly above the average i n t he descriptive sense : 

"The intake of a sobbing breath 
And a l ow s i gh fe l l on the air, 
i~nd the pr esence thinly vanis he d, 
As again I cried, 'Who 1 s Ther e? "' 

Again I was impressed (not overly, of cours e ) by Rory Faulkner' s poem, 
·"Roll Call" that appear ed s ometime ago in ODD . It 1 s rathe r hackneyed, tut I 
thought it had its beauty also ( Agai n used wi t hout permission--only the 
l as t stanza ): 

11 Then c8l'Tle a s ilence hear t -breakingly poi gnant , 
1~11 through t he Galaxy stars hushed the i r mirt h 

As s omberl y , sadly, Sol gave his acc ounting: 
•Dead by he r own hand·- - rny fair est one- -Earth. '" 

One of the very bes t i s a poem by Phili p Duke entitl ed ''A-Bomb Rockettt 
th-it appeared in the Sept ember 1950 i ssue of FANF!.RE. The poem t s text i s 
not overly ori ginal , but i ts curious s tylc and its deadly r hythm rises i 't 
ab')Ve its apparent 1.¥levenes s ( pr i nted without permis sion- - v:hat else? ): 

"You know nJ t other course; 
JJ.l yo ur l ife yon wait ed, 
vi a i t ed till thi s moment 
IJJhen you e. r e rel case?d, 
Free t o go s eck it, the cit y, 
The city vrhere y ou 
Will fulfill y::mrself ; 
At l as t as you sec i t 
Do y ou wonder why 
You had t o wai t so long? 
As your j et s s train 
1\gai ns t gravity 1 s rein; and you run , 
Run cQ.ge r ly to i t , 
Tho Ci'ty, 
[, million peupJ.c , the r e it i s , 
Thr ouch t llf) bl uc fjJ-:;.' , its t owe r s , 
You are <'llrnost uvon i t , 
No1:J l You km'H, <lnd 
Knowing, lm:JH naughlj 
But fo r this , 
f,.n d t his alone, 
vJcr e you taur.ht ! 
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The poems of Raymond L. Cl ancy which appeared in BE\rh~ are tinged 

Hi t h a streak of originality. Although they wcr& r ather crude in s truct 
ure and poorer in execution, Cl ancy dese rts the typical pattern and cuts 
on~ t o his own specifica tions, as in "Smothered in Stars ". I wonl t cite 
any par t icular passages f or I t hought none wer e tha t impor t ant, but he has 
the . ri ~;?:ht idea . More povrer t o hirn and ot he rs like him. 

What is the reas on .' f or the a l P1os t comple te lack of originality,for 
the., s t agnation, the lamentable l ack of color and ideas, the tendency to 
f ollow:the l eader 'and pour one's energy and integrity into a shallow 
cor set-tight mold? ~fforts t o r hyme every other line, r egardles s of r e-
s ul t s . i s one answer. By some unwr i tten l aw, I 'gather, all poems rhyme 
t o s ome degree .or other and this is a da.mnablo practic e'. Wnen ;you C()m
pose a poem it should, at l eas t i n my opinion, be ~estric"tied in e i t her 
f orm or subject content, pres dri bing t o no pre-arranged patte rn or mol d . 
It i s not as i f you wo r e stuffing a t ur key; have a ce r tain porporti on t o 
f ill i n and no more. Certainly t he re are gifted individuals who can appl y 
themselves t o this f ormula with r eadines s and conviction, but s o f ar I• ve 
f ail8d to s ee any that have j ell ed with even moderate s uccess wi thin t he 
lirli ts of fandom. · .. 

· .. . · NC I·l, maybe I'm jus t boihg cyni cc.1l or gl oomy, o r run jus t being i deali s-
t~b , but it s eems t o me tha t as l ong as f an poetry continues t o make i t s 
appearance, t here should be s orrJ.e a t t empt mado t o improve its status , and 
quite obviously, the onl-y· onE t o undert ake this pro j ec t is tho, p9et 
himself. As of this moment, t he only poems l eft ivorth mentioning ar e i n 
t he humo r ous ve in and thes e are pa inf ully limited in number . Take f or in
stance , the ~ · 11 epic11 ballad of t he II Battle· H;ymn of the Cave r n DweD.ers H( t o 
be sung t o tl1e tune of the "Battle Hyrrm of t he Republic'' ) " Thi s quosti on
abl e gem 1by one J. H. Cal ey, appoar od :in t he I~ugust 1948 i s sue of SPEAR-
HEl\D . vJithout permission, na tural ly, her e i s the firs t verse : .,. 

"Nine eyes have s een t ho gl ory of Dick Shave r's dero t al es; 
He is "raking in vas t wads of cash 
Hhile f andom· weeps and i-T ails ; 
He is digging up new evidence and theories by the bal es, 
His slop goes oozing on." 

Appearing i n tpe Volume One , Number One issue of BEELZEBUB is an i~ice 
in ·wonderland bit of nons ense whi ch appealed t o me inuncmsley. He re are 
bvo verses from 11The Persistanco of Memory" (author unknown ): 

"While books a rr:;) Hrot e i'n ot he r lands, 
l.nd seas and j ungl es , too, 

The only r ealJ y othe r th:ing, 
Will always no t be youo 

The sign jumped cvor \:.he carousel, 
1\nd we had none but blue, 

The y cl lo1v clot h that pinches most 
·Is purple . So ar o you.," 

... ~ ' • ' :1· " •'. i 

---- ·-----·------

-

"'~"' 
r~-~ 
r · . 
I 
I. 

: 
~ ... 

~ 
t 
' 

' l 
I 

f ~:~~~ .. ; ~. : 



Then, from the monste r anniversary issue of QUl.NDRY there appear t wo 
fas cinating items. Walt Willis unearths a little masterpiece that I am 
t aking the liberty to reproduce in i t s entirety; it's tha t good: 

. "Evening Is A Lot of \Jork 11 

11 The Night is shovelled 
Slowly on t he vr::; rld 

! .nd pat t ed down 
Very carefully into all 

The li t tle crevices. 
il.nd the wor kmen 

St and back 
To light cigar ettes 

And chmv- the- fat 
While t he man in charge 

Looks on an puffs 
On a big black cigar 
That He call t ho moon." 

That, I think, can safely be called poetry. 

In the same issue of QUJJIDRY, is :1 SatEvePost quickie by J. T. Oliver, 
carrying tho rapturous title "f,nd Vice Vorsan: 

"Stories 
That smell 
Often 
Sell. 11 

No .doubt about it, humor has itG points when handol e d well,a. it's t oo 
bad the re's not more if it. Perhaps s omeone in the near future ~ill stop 
and r eal:lze that the primary r eas on f or poetry·' s existance is as enter
t a inment, and not as a clue t o s olving the world · riddle or clobbering 
eacn other with Atom wars. Even s o, s uch poetry could be entertaining if 
care were taken in its composition. Until then, I don't see how the r ea
der can take fan-po etry seriously if f or no other r eason than tho fact 
tha t the authors themselves do not. 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o--o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- o- o-o-o- o- o- o- 0-

ABOUT Tll1E DEPARTMENT: 
--rr ... Howard Browne, at the s ame address, has some s trong ne1·rs ·about 
Amazing Stories. In about three months---right now to yo u writers .:.--this 
bock will follow the pattern of Fantastic and 3lip ove r into 'the smaller 
size. It will better the quality of i t s fiction, though keeping t o the 
same general type. Stories mus t be mor e meanint;ful, wit hout the type of 
{lulp action us ed for action's s:1lm . Viol ence won't solve situations , ex
cept as it is used through characterizati on. •• .Amazing St ories •in its now 
f o:rrn s hould hold" tho olcf r eaders and a t the same time a ttr act nm·J peo
ple ••• There will be no advertising f or t he present ••• " 

-- -\.Jrite r's Digest, Sept ember 1952 i s sue . 
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In THE ETERNAL CONFLICT, Dr. Keller has deve
l oped, not only the theme of conflict between 
the sexes, but .tha t other, more potentvoon
flict with which the woman is eternally en
gaged . It is as Dr. T. S. Gardner says: "One. 
of the mast impo rtant cartographs of biologi- ; 
cal development and not only a naive present, ! 
but a c:ritical future will find this book in- : 
creasingly important., 

r 
It i s a well-written book, cleverly devel oped! 
f or an adult and appreciative rea ding a udien- : 
ce . The lovers of symbolism, mythology and ~ 
beautiful execution of plot t·rill find this a : 
t reasure, fo r it is the story of evcr;one-- ; 
man and Heman alike" 

- ooOoo-

THE LADY DECIDES is a story of life vJhich we 
all--if we a r e dreamers--might duplicate in 
f ull or in parto For, t o live, one must 1 

dreamn But it is in the texture of t hese 
dreams that the full stature of a man is de 
t e rmincd o The true idealist all01"'s not an 
i ota of deviation from his · preconceived not
i on of Hherc his greatest happiness lies or ; 
t he manner )f its consumm2tion o 

In THE LADY DEC}DES,· Dr., Koller haS'S in his 
character of Henry Cecil, Jnos t nrtfully de
pi cted our own problems, conflicts, r eac tions 
an:i the inevitabl e blind spot as - to the 
possibility of defeat in our ambitions. The 
i maginat ive reader will see himself rep~ated
l y and say: 11Yes , indeed! That's how it was 
with mo l" Therein lies t he test of a book-
when a r eader may transpose the situat i ons 
i nto his ovm iife . 

Both of the above books were printe d in limited e ditions of 350 cop:tes 
each, numbered and autographed by the author~ They are printed on 5o%· r ·sg 
paper, uncut, bound very handsomely and boxed, and originally _pri.ced a t 
$3 . 50 each . Dr. Keller has obtained the.: remainder of these books, and as 
l ong as the supply lasts, he is d:i sp~sin s of them at $2o 00 f or one, or 
$3.00 fo r .both . JJ_l books wi.ll be personally inscribed and autographed. 
They sbo uld be in the library of all who have read Dro Keller ' s stori es 
since 1928. Send your r emittances to Dr~ David H .. Keller, 55 Broad Street, 

, Stroudsburr.;, Pennsylvania ~ ... : 
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IN DEFENSE OF THE DEFE-NSELESS 
h e n r y m o s ko w It z 

You there. Heh! Yep, I mean youo Science fiction fan, are you not? 
~-Jell then, lend a ea,r. 

For a very long time now, talk has been that lJllazing Stories is t oo 
juvenile, too hackneyed, and too stcrotyped. i~l that is true, but -- it 
is a big 11 butn, this one is. Sit dovm. Lot's talk this over. Let's 
thrash it out. Let .' s take all the facts into consideration and l ook at 
them carefully . Aft er all, t here are t1-ro sides to every story. 

Now, where was I? Oh, yes. It is not enough to s ay, "Lmazing is t oo 
simple, etc ., and so pass it upo 11 Bef ore passing judgment, the case 
should be l ooked into more dec_ply. That 1:b'lJLJ11 ? Sure the stories arc sim
ple, but ••• to you al one . By &you 11 , I r efer t o the veteran reader, the 
fell ow who has been reading stf since tho year one o 

Look at it in this manner. On the as sumption that you are ·an i ntelli-
. gent. person, permit me to ask you this: 11 \<lJould you t:;'l.v-8 '. a youpgster of 7 

a copy of "Great Expectations" and expect hlJn t o fully unders t and it?" I 
hope--for his sake and your own-- that you would not~, Ther efore, would you 
sooner give a novice stf reade r a copy of uworlds of NuJ~ J,n and expect 
hin to understand it fu-lly'Z · ·Once agDin, I hope, that you vroul d hot. 

In other vm rds, as you vlOuld e; ive a youngster a more easily understood 
book to cope t·Jith so would you give a novice a more easily road st,o ry of 
s cienco fiction. What? You counter vrith this? !1\-Jhat if this novice is 
20, not 7?" i'.. good question, but there is no point of difference, f or con-
cerning stf, he is 2. babe in arms., ~ 

Lh! You begin to see the light~ 
lies befo re us o 

Good, for much of the tale still 

-
Then, this is the purpose of l.mazing Stories, t o introduce the novice 

r0ader of science fiction t o that fascina ting field of lite r ature. 

Take, f or example, the imaginary case of Rick Sneary. The fi rst time 
Rick sm..r anything of .othe r worlds, it 1vilS in the "Buck Rogers " and "Flash 
.Gordon 11 comic strips. Today,. he isn't feeling up·to pars For t oday is 
\Jednesday. So he wont with his mother t o the candy store to get some neHs 
papers and other things e Rick wandered over t o tho magazine racks. Sudd
enly, ·,iHcy~ There is a book with a space ship on the cover. \vow! 11 Sure 
enough, he picks'· it up and reads the title---Amazing Stories. He leaves 
through themagazine, looking at the illustrations. "Gee , Itm not sure I 
·1-1ant to buy ''it . 11 He l eaves through it again, this time the magazine falls 
open to the beginning of a story <tnd he r eads, "The War.spear was l oafing 
along under a half G acceleration •• half G? I know, it means travelling 
under one-half gravitieso Ma, can I have a quarter, please? rr 
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Today, Amazing Stories has a circulation of over 110, 000. Sor1e years 
ago it was ovo r 180,000. Wit h such a circulation, :imagine how many t imes 
the above scene inight have be.en dyplica ted. Imagine; how rnpny times 1\maz
ing Stories brought a new fan i nto s t f reading . It is a wonderous thought 
ISH) not? 

Chances·' are ·iri fl:l.Vor of the magazine and f andorn that young Rick will 
be back next month, and in the months t o come . Hc 111 ·be back because near 
perfect· condtions we re operating; he trill be back because the stf bug hss 
boon given a chance to bite. 

Thore wou],d have been anothe r --sadde r--ending to this li ttlG tale i f 
the magazi:ne that he had bought had been one with a more Cildult,concept 
Hith a story like 11The Demolished Man". Most likely he w.Juld have bogged 
do"t>m 1-Ji th the j ob of attemp ting -t o comprehend the concept of the story. If 
he could not understand the story, rio could not 'like the magazine. Ther e
f ore, he would have gotten burned. 

I quot e from a l e tter by Harold Hostetler, co-founder of ~he Variants, 
a science fiction correspondence club, and a membe r 'of the National Honor 
Society, among othe r things . 11 •• • iJTiaZing Stori es is pr imarily aimed at 
the beginning readers of science f i ction •• •" There you have the Hhol e 
idea in a nut shell. We may liken Lmazing St ories as unto a First Grado 
primer. Have simple stories Hi th a simple, direct manner of writing, the 
magazine builds up a background f or the mor e difficult s t ories ye t t o 
come . [Uld I.mazing Stories , ·as far as this v-Irite r can see, attempts t o 
make no claim otherwise . 

. . 
But Hal also says, "• •• i t runs quite a f ew s t ori es that ar e good by 

anyone 1 s standards . 11 Right again. I, personally speaking as ~ fan and 
reader of science fiction, would very much dislike being depriv~d of a 
good, enjoyable yarn just becaus e it has no great or technical conc ept 
Horth;y- of getting it into a mJ.gazine f eaturing stories of a more adult 
turn, such as ttEmpire of Womentt. 

Magazines like Astounding Science Fiction and Galaxy Science Fiction 
Oi-Je much of their circUl ations t o Amazing Stories, whe t her they wish t o 
acknoHledge the fact or not. The pr oof is the r e . After the reader grasl .. 
u~tes from the primary grade he advances, also, t o mor e adult stori es-
stories with more complexity, more development, more 'subplotting~ etc. He 
Hill find it in those magazines. 

. . 
As a clincher, I off er you this: 11 But, despite dis appointing the old 

guard, the m;;tgazino ~ , s (1\lllazing ) circul aticn rose in subs tJantial jump3 t-Jith 
every is sue . Thus, science fie tion, f or t he f irst time in many years, be
gan to reach o.n expanding instoacl of diminishing audi ence .11 Many will 
recognize this quotation as corning from 11 Tho Immortal St orrn" , authored by 
fan histo rian Sam Moskowitz, 

That is what Jl.mazing Stories Has doing back in the ' 30 's, and that is 
VJhat it is doing t oday. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 29) 
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STOP THIS PUNISHING BUSINESS// 
-KEN .CSLATER-

The Hillis VT.:tS the cause. He (I think) started it alL The reception 
g;iven his classic "My father v.ms a printer, an<.l I hGlVO reverted t ·J typo. 1t 
W!S justified, admittedly, bu~ the continuation v~ thi s by many ~th,;rs in 
the; form of pestiferous pe rpetration cf putrid puns has ::n-rcpt thr~)ur;h fan
kind like some devastatine disense. ~'lhilo participation in the perilous 
practise w2.s confined t o the masters ,:;f the art it. gave nc' r;revious fault. 
Carr i ed t o the existing !i)Xtreme it i~ inflictint; injury on mariy ill;..equip
pcd t o fight it. 

Look around you, at any gathcrinc of fen--you sec that younest<Jr sitt
ing in the corner? Observe closely . He clutches in one sticky li ttlc 
hand a fanzinc covered in the green -.if St. Patrick. · RestinG on ,:;nc kn~o 
is 2. diction2.ry. The other knee supp:.~rts a pad of paP':;r, In his second 
h.and a pencil, alternately sucked ;mel cna'I;Jccl, and occasi:mally used to cn
scribc a note on the pad. 

His face, · on which should r est the clean uncaring frankness cf y2uth1 
is lined deeply with marks of worry and woe,- of turmoil and tribuihati on, 
J f c0.ro and concentration . · Hr3 couJ_d ci vc uld JViothor llacrae bJth Q start 
and 2. beatinc; when it .comes t ::;, fl tc·ilHc rn and vJrinkled vrith care." ,._round 
the pencil his lips v1ri the as he m..:.,uths unspoken Hords, dist-:Jrtinc them 
in a deepcrate desire t o twist tricky triple meaninGs from them. 

He is ;Wical of the younc fan, .:lctive in effort t_) ape the verbose
variety of the terminol of;ical triump~1s of Hoffman, liill is, C1 arke, and 
.Shaw - and this is but the firs t stCJt;s. 

!.iter arduous aeons of tE!ntative trial, he envJlvcs sumc; such state
ment as 11 I raced my car down to the depot and beat it in by a shurt head" 
and strains the text of his edi tori3l t) fit this in to his fanzinc; only 
t o discover that the same has been embodied in earlier examples a thousand 
times. 

Beaten, · battered, but not yet broken in defeat, he returns to his clic
tion;uy; weary and worn he works with words t o uncover some rr1orc subtle 
sayinc. Tremulous but triumphan t, he steadies his crimy , shakinL fincers 
:Jvcr his type1::, and slams out on a stencil, "The r econciliation c:Jf Geld 
and Campbell is astJundinc. 11 Enc.our8.t,c(!, he late r inserts in his rcvicHs: 
11 The Introduction l)f native animal life into .~. .. rthur Clarke 13 s;JIDS rather 
mc~rs the scierttific accuracy • •• 11 

NoH inspired, he hcacls an nrtj_clc ll!f(J istcd By , .• Travelling Crnncfl and 
writes an ambiguous accuunt of the activity of .. ussie fan Lyc:ll Cr<:me dur
in[, his recent world-tour, t o support this h8adinG• (l) 
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It is then that the trouble s tart s . HaVing committed an unHa rrantabl c 
as s aul t on the English l anguage thr ee t imes in one issue , he cannot back 
down. He must go on ••• and on ••• and on ., •• Excelsior J 

Gibbering frenzied s t rings of associated wor ds , his lips l oos en; he 
dr ool s as his fast flapping t ongue ut ters unc outh syllabl es; his eve ryday 

-'life is affected. His fri ends depart, ove rcome by the garbled gi bbe rish 
he vents upon them. 

His parents, poor p a t hetic ma and pa, unable t o es cape so easily, can
not avoid t he issue . Some t hing mus t .bo done ! Stem action is t aken, and 
for 1-reeks he cannot sit '1i th case l ( Oh hell, l ook what I p/rlt done 1 ) - But 
to no avail, he is t ight in t he t angl ed t oils ofthis t aut ol ogical t r ava
il. 1\. doctor is cons ul ted~ · He vi s i ts t he youth; s tupificd by t he s t onn 
of doubl e - definition he departs , l eaving behind tho name of a s ucc essf ul 
psychol ogist, · or of . a doubtful cl:Lanoticit:m., 

Thi s worthy is call ed upon. to 1vork hi s mys tic a rt, and to r ehabilitat e 
( 2) tbe poor y oung f an- editoro After sever al months , tho mental "t.rizar d, 
haggar9, tired, and wo rn, departs, sayinc; 11 I know yo u -w-ill rail at me f or 
this ,_ but I shGll have t o bar f urt he r v-isits. I 1ve uncove r dd all his s ub
c:msc i ous I can bcar. 11 Staggered, t ho har assed f a t her Hatc hes him pack 
his little book of "Dreams and Their Hoanings 11 in his bi g brown bag, is 
mUi.c t of much mo ney, and l ocks. the doc'r on his s on o 

Meamvhile the l ad ;--as gone fr om bad to -vmrs e, : and from wor se t ::J b ••• 
m·Jful ! Tho quest:i,on i s tJillis su~vi ve? 

.. Probably not. i.nyday now, ' the! j ovial gents in -v;hi t o jacke ts -v:ill be 
around. Now comes period of silence whilst uc depl or e hi s mis erable f uture 

~ 

as a W::J r thwhile citizen ••• o 

This poor child who has been our example i s not al one . Ot hers in like 
dire case ~urround us ~ Tho str a in t heir imagination to pr oduce a , galaxy 
of dim-glowing pun~., If t heir f riends Hcnder and marvel at the startl ing 
s entences , th o vict~s of t his occ upat i onal hazard ontor into normal con
verse, t his _is not amazing., Tho simpl e f act tha t so many of them, have 
survived so l ong is, however,. fant astic, and it is strange t hat f ate has 
not stopped in ,bef oro. 

Many of them arc at thG end of the i r t ethers& Bef or e they snap unde r 
t he strain, a s t r ong lead mus t be gi von by s ome BNF ( 3)., J.. finn stand i s 
required, t o bear tho bur den of hi s mattor o Oblique r of or oncc i n two- 
f ol d t ongue; s l ant ed · c omments i n Lcndcd t o put r eaders Ln Lo .:1 quand ry,; 
v1i1li sful mis use of .wor ds; all t hes e things must be avoided if a sane f an
dom is t o be r es t or ed, and t he V'[-"i' 1s ( 4) s aved from t his suicidal s lipway 
of pe rsistent punning . 

Pr eventive, and if necessary, p1..mit ivo meas ures mus t bo 
can · i-vo fin d t o take t he required steps? Hho can we mwne? 

( CONTINUED ON PAGE 30) 
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l·L'SURITY:: The question before the 
h.'JSC ' f science fiction i.s a many
sic~cd one dealint; Hi th the r cl a ti vc 
mo.turi ty of various phases cf it- : 
self . Fand0m, ~s a part c f the 
ove rall pictu.re of s cience fi ction 
hJs also f ac o<.l this question. It 
V:)uld seem .tha t the answe r is that 
there arc three chief cr oups of 
fans Hhcr e ·maturity is cvnccm r:: d 
( crith, of course, the inevitabl e 
sub groups or 0 vur lap}:Jin£ :Jf croups 
af fans). These arc ( 1) The gr our 
that doesn't care wh0ther or no t it 
is mature . Its membe rs may cr m.:1y 
not be mature, dependinG on indivi
c\ual cases, but their cr oup b chav-

: i c r i s markedly the s arne . ( 2) The 
Gr--:up that avows itself t o be mat.:.. 
ure , justifi ably or not. They arc 
staid, r es erved, ment0rs t o the 
r est of Fandom . · They arc wont t o 
maku Great intellectual common tary , 
.:mel not infrequently they come t,o 
the conclusion that ~ythinG that 
orpcars in pulp magazines ( even if 
i t also appears in the r ecoGnized 
and unrecoe;nized gr eat li t e r 0ture 
c; f the world) is not intellectual 
CIJ~ uch f or them to conce rn them
s elves >vi th . (They usually cunti n
uu to stay in the c r oup of Llevotecs 
t o· this unintcllcctuol r~c nrc . ) ( .l) 
1 he c r oup that thinks actinr: in
t ell•..;c tual is not as intcllcctud 
::.s actin[~ immature . Ex.cunpl cs -cf 
the thruc l:r oups miLht be o.:s 1\!ll
OHS : (l) Lee Hoffman. ( 2 ) f-'l ;: rion 
Bro.dlcy . (3) l:Jalt l;r >·.- lJillis. I 
eLm 1t !mow which r;nmp I uc l unc in. 
;. r1an can 1 t say with any degrr_; o cf 
accuracy bow mature he is, any more . · 

•. :., .to·· ... _\ '\ \o .. ... .. : ...• 

than he can honestly s ay hovJ h:mcst 
he is. :...rter all, I can 1 t cct TC:!d 
Sturgeon t o say of me , 11 This is t he 
r:1ost truly· adult sci ence fic tion 
fan I tve ever h'"ld in my ·JI-m t1m 
hands." I've never bought a story 
from him. J,nyvmy, one adult r1ay 
r1ean m2.turity, but two adu.lt3 mean 
;;.dul tery. 

Maturity would s eem t o mean 
pe rsistent rc a~onablo r eacti: n.That 
v.rould moan f olloHing the c Jursc 
that made you the hctppi est and made 
as few ·Jthc rs as poss i bl e unhappy. 
The r ef ore, the mature perscn is one 
HhCl has made as f ew enemies as 
possibl e . By this definiti ('n, mat
ure people may exist in all three 
croups of Fandom,. 

Personnally, 2n thinkinG over 
the lis t uf fCOpl e who a r c my ene
mi~JS and who mi[,ht have been my 
fr~ends , I think I've acted pretty 
damno<.l childish ~t times. H 0 1.J 

about you? 
Or is tho f a.ult entirely uith 

us , or not partially with .::tll the 
others who have n~J vor th .. U[:ht of 
this? 

•• • :JID COUI'ITEH POHJT:: The maturity 
of a f orm of l ltsratur e i s s ome
thin~ else again. Hhile s ome lit
erature may make fr i ends anc1 av•:: ic1 
m2.king enemi es (a<> (.k"'eS th..c cb
li r:;inr:; moron Hho was not duly cc n
s idercd above) it is not an :tecur
at8 Guide to the quCJlity a n d. 
in tell i Gt:mce of the c;enr c . 

1.Jh~1.t ·is· meant by matuJ i t.y in 
science fic ti .:m ( ·:T any ficticn'H 
~)umc L~Cli t ors as Hell ;J.S rl_!adc rs and 
i.l.Uthors ar e hazy ''n this point. I 
H'• uld say tlv.t maturity is f ·ur1cl in 
:' [;t ny Hhorc the clllr :lc tc..rs' I'(;i.1C 

Li >ns a r c mature ( which mo~ms 
ID'lature Hhere c .msistcnt Hi th the 
chC\ractc rization ) a n d Hbcrc the 
situati ons a r c l or; ically :cousis
tc!nt. 

Obviously, H 0 t. e r t HC!in.lein 
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comes t o the f ore wher e considering 
. maturity in science fiction, No 

event or situation is ever incon
sistent with tho inr;oniously de 
tailed environment he proposes , and 
the reactions of his characters are 
tho mature r eactions . anybody wou.1d 
experience in the same situations, 
but those reactions arc only to tho 
rnost common of stimuli, ;, r eaction 
to a thre~t of death is the s runc 
whether the source ~)f that t hroat 
i s from a Colt or a dis ruptor or a 
met eoric collision. The fe ve rish 
des ire of the expl orer is tho s ame 
~<Tho the r he wishes t o explore the 
Amazon or the Great Pyramid or the 
M;)on. 

Fm-J authors of stf have suc
ceeded in portraying reactions t o 
unusual ~t:imuli~ . Isaac b.simov did 
"ri th his stories of the reacti ons 
of robots h2mpercd by built-in ob
sessional i nhibitions. Cliff or d 
Sim~k did in 11 Time Quarry 11 and Al
fred Bester did in "The Demolished 
Nan , II 

Ray Bradbury is frequentl y acc
us ed of beine immature . Turo, his 
characters do not al ways react with 
consistent reasonableness, nor arc 
his environments always . l og;i.cally 
consistent, However, Bradbury is 
t elling the story of the all t oo 
common man who is not mature. Thus 
if the wri t or is t o be mature, he 
must make his characters' reactions 
immature, i. e ,, consistent wi th 
their personalities . Robert Louis 
Stevcms.on may have f ormulat ed his 
environment first and then built 

t·. his character and plot on i t, but 
most ot her 1-.rri tors, great and sm::tll 
a~ike, work differently. 1' h c y 
create character and plot, each 
dependent on one another, ani\ then 
finu a corresponding cnviroru~ent, 

(T rue, a writer may have some gen
eral background in mind such ~!S the 
l.rr~.e ric an Southwes t, but ho u3ually 
doesn't choose the exact bac~ground 

f. • .. , . • 

until plot and character indicate 
t he most sympathetic.) Theref ore , 
if Bradbury is to ,toll his tales , 
he :rtiust make his Hti rs s'omewhat in
consistent with present-day scien
ce . . I ., beliove Bradbury's t al es are: 
worth telling and that he is there
foro justified in taking s u c h 
liberties. Tho r esult may not be 
pure science fic t i on, but since 
some of his situations are paranor
mally inspired rather than super
naturally, his Hark is t o a degree, 
s cience fictione 

f~l in all, I t hink stf is more 
mature than any other f onn of maGn
z1ne fiction--more so than the pulp 
s tyle, and the slicks. 

HORE ON THE MILKY lJJ.Y: ~English f or 
t he greek word galaxy, cf cours e , 
The magaz inc of t,ha t . name has run 
a l ot of stories, but perhaps the 
best indication cf the standar d of 
quality it has is in its seri als. 
Two of them ::ere tvr.J of t he gr ca t 
novels of modern science fi ction, 
the previously mentioned "T i m o 
Quarry" and "The Demolished Nan", 
Two are outstanc:Li.ngly goocl: liTho 
f uppct Masters" . and 11 TyJ1inn" . And 
two stink to higb heaven, namel y, 
11l'1ars Child" by Cyril Judd and .the 
re cent "Gravy Planet" by Fredrik 
Pohl and C. M. Cornbluth. Consider
i ng that "Judd" i s also Cornbluth 
with Mrs. Pobl, one might suggest 
to Horace that he should get rid of 
C.M. and the Pohl 1s if the three 
hadn't turned out ~erne very fine 
s t ories individually. Together, 
they go dovm like bannanas and cat
sup·. 

J.J.l of which s hould prove that 
lvhcn Galaxy ts coo d, it's magnifi
cont, and Galaxy is bad, it 1 s simp
ly hor rid. 

SCHEHERAZJJ)E OR TETRi.ETHYL OR . SOl·1E
THING::My es t eemed coll eaguu , Walt

( CONTINUED ON PAGE 29) 
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Jill SWEET MYSTERY AND STRIFE:: 

They were five fans gathered in 
the upstairs bedroom of Peter Gra
ham, and their purpose was to hold 
a mee ting of the Science Fiction 
Society F o r The ·Prevention Of 
Cruelty t o Things; better known as 
the Things--or, wJ.th the Little Men 
saying it, the Little Chowderh~ads. 
Reading from left t o right (which 
Has rather hard to do, since every
one kept moving around so much), 
they were: Robert Eckelhoff, Ralph 
Shouts, Peter Graham, Terry Carr, 
and Bill Knapheide. This was a t y
pi cal meeting of t he Things, in 
that there were so f ew members, and 
the fact that the president, Frank 
McElroy, was absent. Finally these 
fen .agreed t o elect an acting pres 
ident to fill in for T1cElroy~ Pet er 
Graham nominated Carr, and either 
Eckelhoff or Shouts seconded it. 
Carr, in the spirit of fair play, 
nominat.ed Knapheide . Someone, ei 
ther Graham, Eckelhoff, or Shout s, 
seconded it. Knapheide thirded it. 
Tr.tey vo t ed; Carr won. . He th en 
called the meeting to At~order, and 
called upon Knapheide t o state his 
business . Knapheide, in the month 
or so before this meeting, had been 
reorganizing the Futurians, a s-f 
club that had disbanded in 19)0. He 
asked the members of the Things to 
vote upon merging their club with 
the Futurians. Since he stutters, 
there was a l ot of convers ati on 
going on between words. By t ho 
time he had f inished his proposal, 
everyone else had r eached thei r de
cision, it seemed. Carr, under
standing their decision (for, to 

.. • • ':'to ... 

_ _j 
t ell the truth, h~ had already kno
vm wh2.t · Knapheide had be on plann
ing, had listened t o the other con
versation instead), called t h e 
mee ting t o ~t~orde r again, casting 
a warning glance at Graham, who was 
testing Carr's reflexes w i t h a 
hammer upon his knee . \rJhen the 
r oom had sufficiently quiet ed down, 
Carr opined that he thought the 
matter should be decided at a j oint 
meeting of both the Things and the 
Futurians . The date was set, and 
Knapheide voiced his second propos
ala He said that, since the \vorld 
Con would probably be in San Fran
cis co in ·1954, that the f ans in San 
Francisco shoul d petiticn t h e 
Little Men ( vTho wer e going to make 
the bid) to all ovr at leas t :me or 
t•Jo San Francisf ans to be on the 
convention committee . I f this 
reasonabl e proposal was not ag reed 
to by the Little Jvlen, he said, then 
the San Francisfans sh'Julct I picket' 
the convention. I t seemed that 
none of the members·present Hanted 
tc hinder the 1 54 con any, since it 
might b e thei r only chance to 
attend one . However; the proposal 
did have its good points , so ••• ? 
Carr, quickly percei\Qng the feel
ings of the members , suggested that 
this issue should als o be taken up 
at the j oint meeting of the Things, 
and Futurians. The nembers vJere 
getting rather no:i_sy, hovJGver, so 
ho again called th(~ mumbc-rs t o or
de r,- using a heavy pair of 0cissors 
upon a book ( a dictionary, :!1lost 
likely, or perhaps one of Bu rroughs 
books ). Grah31Tl Has pes taring him 
by running a co~b along his arm, so 
Corr t ook tho sciss ors and removed 
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@ 
somO of ·tho, ··comb t s teeth. Finally, · 
Carris suggestion was agreed upon, 
and tho· meeting was adjourn ed in 
favor of rof;ephmcnts. 

ANCIENT HISTORY: 

ll fJ_l science fiction r eaders · will 
be agreeably surprised t o leal~ 
that the book "When 'iforlds Collide" 
by Ech1in Balmer and Philip 1.-Jy lie 
vlill be shoWn on the screen in the 
ncar futuro ." So said tho book
relriewer in Amazing Stories s ome 
time ago, and added, 111, last admon
ition: don It Wait for the film, ac
quire the book and enjoy it ••• 11 i.h 
y Gs, that reviewer uas wise ·when 
he suggested that some time ago •• in 
the October 19 33 iss ue of Amazinl§., 
to be exact. 

Hi\MLING. J.GI .. IN: i 

In tho letter column of the Septem
ber 1952 Imagination, Hamling says, 
ny cu will nota that Madge is dis
covering a great doal of top-flight 
talent." Okay, let's take a lo ok 
at the ntop flight talent" that 
Imagination has discovered. First, 
there was Hal Annas , . who showed 
promise as a humorist, but did not 
appear after his third story. il 
good writer, but harcUy .· .Hamling's 
discove ry, since Rap was editor at 
the time . Next, there was J . 1'. 
Oliver, a fan who seams to be try
ing very hard to crack the pros. He 
appeared with a short-short. Hard
ly a classic, but good . Still he 
is no marvelolJl?. ,. writer, though ho 
do8s sho-w' "promise . In the srune 
issue vrrth Oliver, Hamling's most 
promising nmvcomer made his first 
appearance. Daniel F. Galouye is 

a good writer, it's true. But he 
is not tho wri tor · Hamlint; vrould 
have his readers think ho is. "We • 
think Dan is slightly more th2n 
terrific," he says. Tsk. The oniy 
other writer that Hamling discover
ed wa~ Robart Shockl ey . He's no 
11 t op flight talent" either . So 
vJhat is Hamling raving about--maybe 
Dvd.ght V. Swain? Svrain has been 
hacking for some ten years now, so 
he 1s definitely not Hamling 's dis-

. covary . In any case, SHain is 
obviously tho worst hack Imaginat
i on has ever featured. So again I 
ask: IJhat 1 s Hamling raving about? 

Fii.NCY MEETING YOU HERE DEP 'T:: 

Dear Reader, arc you one of those 
fans w0o mourned the passing of 
Wo. l_c's Beyond, Damon Knight's mag? 
Then hoar this: in the last issue, 
Knight forecast the folloHinr:; f our 
stories :_ "The Ego l'iachine 11 by Henry 
Kuttner, another "Farewell to Ear
th" by Lester del Hey, 11 C/o Hr. 
Makepeace" by Peter Phillips, and 
finally an intric:;uing st) ry b y 

·James Blish. Said Editor !\night, 
11 just for a beginning it ::i.fl.volves a 
Hooden spaco.ship, filled with w1.ter 
and moved b y muscle-pmver, and 
tr.J.veling o n dry land!" \-Jell , 
K u.t tncr' s 11 Ego N achino" turned up 
in the first issue of Space, as you 
probably know; but -ara:--you knoH 
that the James Blish story mentio
.ned is 11Surface Tension", in the 

· t~ugust 1952 issue of Galaxy? 

Pi\SSING THOUGHT:: 

Will Max Keasler be sued by Philip 
vlylie if his fanzino OPUS, roaches 
its 21st issue? 

.. - .. .. ~ ........ .. ~ .. .. ~ . ...... -...... .. . .......... - . ,. . . . ' ... .. - .. ... - .... .... - ... , .. - ..... ... ... -- - . .............. .. -.. .... -... \ . 
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~ WA-.NJ[D!! 

Yes, I still want the February 1951 issue 
of PEON, and will still pay 50 certts for 
a copy in good condition .... Editor, PEON 
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Tho biggest wish in the world is to live foreve:c. 
there may get fed up and jump off ~ building, but most 
hang around . It would be nice if we c ould stay young, 
our old bodies for new ones like we trade our cars~ 

:~ person hero anG. 
of us would like to 
or perhaps trade in 

That may be what happens . I ran ac r oss a report of a man with· a wild 
talent the other day that suggests this wonderfUl possibility. His name 
\vas Edgar Cayce. Van Vogt's 11Slans 11 , . Bester's master telepaths in 11 The 
Demolished Man", are bums compared t o Cayce . 

He was bvrn near Hopkinsville , Kentucky, in 1877. He went to country 
school as far as the ni:1th grade and Has a poor student. He got by be
cause of a peculiar talent. He could look a book ove r, go into a trance 
for fifteen minutes and then recite it word for word. He could sec I·Jhole 
pages by clairvoyance. After leaving the farm he got a sales j ob with a 
Hholesale stationery house by memorizing, by psychic means, the vJhole cat
alogue of the firm. 

As a young man he suffered from s evero headachesc One attack left him 
unconscious for several days and lvhen he recovered he c0ul d..r1 1 t speak nb ove 
a Hhisper. This condition l<lsted for over a year and caused him to gi-.ro 
up his ambition t o become a Baptist _r:;roachor, Local d·:)c tors did ncthing 
f o r him. He took up photography, an uccupation that made little demands 
en his voice. 

Here the record is confusedo Shc:n-.roo d Bddy, writing in nyou Will Sur
vive After Death" says Cayce ' consulted a noted New York physician vJho 
treated him by hypnosis and, dis8ovcring Cayce's psychic gifts , suggested 
s elf-hypnosis and autosuggestion as a curo ., 

Gina Cerminare, in her book 11Hcmy Hansions 11 , wrote that a traveling 
entertainer and hypnotist who gave a performance at the Hopkinsville Opera 
House tried hypnosis on Cayce and effected a partial cur<?. The actor left 
t own and a fellow townsman by the n2I!lo of Layne, who had some talent for 
hypnosis, took over the case. This second story seems mo re in line v.Tith 
Cayce's limited financial means~ 

At :::my rate, one Sunday afternoon_, Hhilc in a trance , Cayce ga:fre· his :. 
reading: 

, . 

"Yes , we can s ee thG body. In thG normal physico.l 
state this body is uno.ble to speak due to a partial 
paralysis of the inferio r muscles of the vocal cord, 
produced by nGrve stn:1in. This is a psychological 
condition producing a physicd effect., This may be 
removed by increasing tho circul ation to the affected 

--------~--- . ------
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parts by suggestion while in t his unconscious condit
i one" 

Layne gave the suggestion to tho s t ill unconscious Cayce that the cir
cu1 ation be increased t o the affected parts., His ches t became r ed Hith 
blood. i~ter fifteen minutes the condition r e turned t o normalo vlhen 
C~co came out of the trance he could speak as well as anyonoo 

During the next f orty years thi s r emarkable man gave thousands of 
those r e adings ·for people all ove r the <mrld o He used ~ncdical t erms and 
language, although in his wakin g s tat e he had no knowledee of thes e things 
a:hd could remember nothing of i-J hat had transpired during the 7rn'~ 0 ':' 0 _ Mos t 
of thes e readings were taken dovm i n shorthand by a s ec r e t a ry nnd are 
available f or research ~ Nany doctor s i n New York City and elsewhe r e s <m t 
their patients t o him f or di agnos i s . One Now York doct or, Dr~ H. J. 
Reilly,, who handled 300 of Cay ce 1 s pati ent s over a period of s even year s , 
s a i d t hat the clairvoyant waST not 100 per cent right, but t ha t he ave r aged 
20 per cent better in his diagnos is than tho best rated s pecialists '1-l'hO 
sent their patients t o him. 

i.s Cayce's fame sp read, many people :-: ~te res ted in clairvoyance went t o 
see him.. A Detroit manufacturer wont ed to kno1-J if H.strclogy had any volue 
as a s cience. In a t rance, Cay ce s aid t hat the movcncnt of planets and 
stars hnd some . effec t on humans , but that t. he l m.;s . cc nccrning t his l7er c 
not fully understood, which was the rec:cson f or indifferent r csul t s ~ Dur
ing this reading Cayce droppcc~ a hint that he had) i n a f o r;no r lif o, been , 
a doctor in Egypt~ 

The Dctroi t man was ve ry exci t.ecl o.bou L thi;1 h~ . :-J~_j of r oinc ar nat Lno He 
-vmnted t o f ollovr it up, but Cayce, vrho vras a sout!lern Eaptist fundomcnt2.l
is t , di d not believe in s uch t hings and Hantcd to dr op it , I t t~k a l ot 
of per suading bef or e Cayce vTC ul d agree to go t o Detroi t f or a series of 
readings on reincarnationo From t hi s vis i t his 11 lifc r eadings a devel oped. 

It vJas det ermined that we live r:J.any t i nes on tl;. j_3 e2rth, sometimes as 
a male and s ~me timos as a f emal e, and thd the behavi or of tho indi vl dual 
in thes e p~st lives determines the conditi on of health and happiness in 
thiS one. For example, a blind man w2.s tol d that his condition r esulted 
from the fact that he had blinded cap ti vas of his tribe l'Jith a red hot 
iron, :in a f an ner incarno.tion i n l~os ia Minor a 1', g:'.-rl, cripp! ed from birth, 
v1as t ol d that she had s o enjoyed tho crippling of a Chris t ian girl by 
lions in the Homan Circus in a f o rmer incarnation as a Roman l ady,, that 
she was s entenced t o go through t his life as a ·crippl e ., ii. lonely womnn of 
42, who had no fri ends or r el ativ8s nml vrho couldn' t under stand why s he 
coul d no t make fri ends, was t old that s he had abnndoned :r .. .,.. c~~:;J.c1 r c: n .. by: 
s uici de in an earlier incarnation in which s he 1,:o.s n pr is oner of nn enomy 
nat i on. The children, without her pr ot ection, hnd hnd .:1 terri ble time of 
i t; and she was require d t o go thr oug h this life abandoned o.nd nlone o 

(CONTI NUED ON P .u.GE 30) 
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JOHN LEDYAnD 

TJ-fE JOURNAL OF SCIENCE FICTION. Fall 1952. Irregular, 25¢, u/$1 .00. 
Charles Freudenthal, 1331 1;1 . Newport I.ve ., Chicago 13, Illinois. 

The cove r of this i ssue is a photograph of Howard Bro-vme , which sort of 
illustrates the lead article, 11 !.n .!\mazing Quarter Century" by Edward 'J~ood, 
Hhich goes back over the l ong history of /unazing, giving detailed accCJunts 
of each year. An excellent r eport. Also worthy of ment i on are Charle s 
Freudenthal's defens e of Bradbury, 11 The Illustrated Han "; l, rthur Jean 
Cox's analysis of J.rthur c. Cl arke ' s 11 1\gainst the Fall of Night"; and Smn 
r·1oskowi tz 's "The Case Against 'Mod'2rn 1 Science Fiction.u Highly r eeorU"1en
ded. 

COSNAG/SCIENCE FICTION DIGEST. Hay 1952 . Bi-monthly, 25¢. $1.25 pe r 
annum . Ian T. Macauley, 57 East Park Lane N. E., Atlanta S, Ga. 

It's been about six months sinco the l ast i ssue of this magazine came out, 
In the meantime, Macauley says, the magazine was prepared twice and des
troyed, in various formats. Finally it ·Has deci9-ed t o phot o-offse t the 
cover, and mimeograph the interior, with printed headings. The rtat;azine 
itself is a compssite of COSMi .. G, a good generalzine, and SCIENCE FICTION 
DIGEST, Hhich reprints items from old fanz ines, as well as printing ori
ginal material. SFD is the fanzine that prints vJal t Hillis I history of 
British fandom, "The Immortal Teacup 11 , This issue .of SFD, however, con
sists of a two-page editorial by editor Henry W. Burwell, Jr ., explaini ng 
the lateness of the issue and why there is no mor e t o his he.lf, COSNI~G, 

hoHever, is in full f orce, · with an excell ent cove r by Jerry Burge, and 
good material by Ken Slater , IJee Hoffman, Bob Silverbc :r:g, and Put cr J. 
Ridley, among others. 

SP/,CESHIP, Apr il 1952. Quarterly, 10¢, 3/25¢. 
gomery St ., Brooklyn 13, N. Y. 

Bob Silverber~, , 760 Font-

This i s the massive 40-page. third anni versary issue tha t B-:::Jb has been ad
~ertising . In it is a very comprehensive history of the magazine, as well 
as a book pre view by Sam Moskowitz (Keller ' s 11 The Ivory ToHe r") and mater
ial by liJalt Willis, Red d Boggs, Roger N. Dard, Norton D. Pal ey, Richard 
Elsberry, Lee Hoffman, Orma ~1 cCormick, Fred Chappell , and quite a f ow ot
·hers. Two nice covers . The f ront one is Qy Richard Z. v/ard and the b~ck 
by H. Hax Keasler. And all for only a dime . Write f or this one ; Bob may 
still have some-left . 

FAN- FhRE . Mar-May, 1952 . Bi-monthly, 15¢, 6/75¢ . vJ. Paul Ganl ey, 119 
\vard Road, No . Tonawanda, N. Y. 

This fanz ine r elies heavily on fict i on and poetry, printing some very com
mendabl e pieces along with some not- so- goo d ones . This issue f eatures 
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"Dread Huntresslr by Andrew Duane, l'lhich, while being a good story, I find 
is eclipsed by Jarnes E. Warren's story, "Return From Terror . " Along with 
these excellent offerings there is fi c tion and poetry, ranging to good t o 
mediocre , by Halt Klein, Al Lev0r entz, Toby Duane, etc. If you like f an
fiction, t hen this is your meat. If not, you won ' t l i ke it at all . 

BLJ..GUE. 65¢ from W. Paul Ganley, 119 Y~ ard Rd. , No . Tonav;anda, N.Y. 

This i s not a fanzinc . It is an runateur published book of one hundred 
mimeog raphed pages, Hith an additional four illustrations by Don Duke. 
"Blague" is the title of the novel by Toby Duane and 1~1 Leverentz. It •s 
vJell pihotted, fast moving, and reasonably well written . The mimeographing 
is beautiful. You'd better hurry if you want a copy of this book, because 
it is limited to 100 copies. 

QUJ.NDRY , June 19)2. Monthly, 1)¢, 3/LO¢ . 
Savannah, Ga. 

Lee Hoffman, 101 ivagncr St,, 

I-not her hilarious iss ue of fandom 1 s funniest fanzine. Be tween the cove rs 
of Q we find such items as "How 1:Jeak Was My End" by th e Original Robert 
Bloch; 11 The Harp That Once or T1vic e 11 , by Halt Willis , and "Dammit, I Say , 
This Has Got T'J Stopl" by Thad Sweethbroa th (the well - known penname of a 
li ttle -known fan from Illinois named Tucker). If you've never read QUliN
DRY before, then you' ve missed a great deal of laughter. 

OOPSLAl WA\villis Special Issue . 
Salt Lake City 16, Ut ah. 

25¢. Gregg Calkins, 761 Oakley St., 

I shouldn It actually review this, because if you haven It go t a copy no,T, 
it's unlikely that you'll nev<:T get one. Gregg only printl·d f:ijty, and 
those are s old out, so you'd have to find s omeone with a copy that he's 
willing to part with. This iss ue contains five items: the cover by L r~e 

Hoffman, the editorial by Gregg Calkins, "The Harp and (J " by Lee Hoffman 
(telling how \iillis' column "The Harp That Once or Twice •• r' started), "The 
Harp in England" by Walt vJillis, and a half-page of Willis quotEs fr om 
various sources. 11 The Harp In England" is a lL-page r eport on the London 
Convention, tho first actual VJorld Sci ence Fiction Convention . 

STF TR/J)ER. July 19)2 . Monthly, 10¢, L/25¢. K. Martin Carlson, 1028 3rd 
Avenue , South, Moorhead, Minn. 

The cover is an excellent one by Neil j,us tin, who will be r emembered as 
the artis t who did the "M asters Of Fantasy" series in Ffl1 . Inside is an 
assortment of ads f or trading, selling, cmd buying stf mags , books, fan
z ines , and other items of inter es t t o fantasy and science fiction f ans , If 
you 1r e at all inter es t ed in tradin g, buying, and/or selling stfant asy 
i terns, then . get this magazine. Ka;ymar, \-Jho originally s tarted STF TRIJJER, 
i s once again at the helm, after turning it ove r t o Jack Irwin t o edit f or 
a. while. Jack is getting ready to be induc ted, poor soul! 
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p. dramatic tense. The story is l ai d thousands of years in the future, 
·when earth has been shattered by atomic wars . The same scene has been 
used many times before, but not as effective as this one. If you haven't 
read the magazine serial, then, by all means get the book. If you have 
read it in Astounding, get it anyway f or your collection. The price of 
$2.75 isn't too excessive these days . 

--CHARLES LEE RIDDLE 

- oOo-

INVADERS OF EARTH, an athology edited by Groff Conklin 

Groff Conklin, who has a well-deserved reputation in t he anthology field, 
has done it again. This time, he has chosen the invasion of earth theme, 
and gathered together 21 stories that have.not appeared betwe en hard
covers before • 

The book is divided into two parts, with an epilogue and a prologue. The 
first part concerns itself with the distant past, and us ing Murray Lein
ster1s ''This Star Shall Be Free" for the prologue . Other stories in the 
same vein and also not-so-dist ant past are contributed by such well knoi-ms 
as viilli am F. Temple and A. E. van Vogt. All of these stories could have 
happened all unknown t o us and in the past . All convincingly Hri tten, 
they are topped in interes t by very f ew. A story by David Grinnel, 11 Top 
Secret", just might be the truth. 

What could happen next week or next month is the basis for the second part 
of this book. Some of -the best stories in the book appear in this section 
as for example, "Enemies in Space • 11 This was . written originally in German 
back in 1907, and as translated by Willy Ley, reads as if it wa~ "1-Jritten 
by an 1952 author instead. 

Ho-vmrd Koch contributes the Welles-Wells concept of the i nvasion from Hars 
that created a minor havoc as the first real s .f. script t o g;-soe the 
charmels ·of radio (how many of you remember that one?), Too oft en, Orson 
t~elles is given credit for the script and Koch is for gotten. 

Another wonderful piece of writing con1es from the pages of the now-defunct 
Marvel Science Stories--William Tenn ' s "Will You hialk 1. Little · Faster? 11, 
and the epilogue by £.nthony Boucher, liThe Greatest Tertian", is a mas t er
piece ·of humor. 

All in all, this book is jus t vJhat you -vrould expect from Mr . Conklin, and 
is well worth the asking price. Your reviewers admire Groff Conklin a 
great deal, and are l ooking forward t o his next anthology. Anthol C!g ists 
like him are hard t o find these days, and the publishers cert ainly deserve 
applause f or bringing out his vmrks. 

--Jll1 RUTHERFOFJ) 
and CHtillLES LEE RIDDLE 
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OKS 
THE EXPLORATION OF SPACE, by Arthur C. Clarke 

When Galaxy Novels couldn't get reprint rights from Streeb and Smith for 
!!Needle", they substituted an original novel, "Prelude To Space" by a 
English author, Arthur C. Clarke. It vJas a fortunate substitution indeed, 
for today, while you can still obtain for 35¢ the first Galaxy Novel, you 
are going to have to pay around a buck fifty for that issue containing 
"Prelude". Don't bother going to Galaxy Novel s for it; they have com-
pletely sold out! ---

Mr. Clarke.·has followed up 11 Prelude 11 , ·at least in this country, wi th "The 
Exploration·of Space", which in my estimation is just as fascinating read
ing, as his fiction. He has taken the premise of space travel being a 
foreordained fi:ict (and what reader or vJriter of science fiction Hill not 
agree vll th him?) and has discussed in a nontechniccil language of Hhat the 
explorers of the future might find on t he other planets, and just vJhat 
they may run up against. Naturally, the book- -being designed .for the 
general reading public, and not primarily the s .f. fan--reads in S

1

pots 
like a first grade primer of the stars, but it is not boring in any sense 
of the vmrd. 

The book is well printed, has a simple and effective 
tair~ may diagrams, illustrations, plus four full 
the selling price of $3.50 is just a bit more than 
of · science fiction likes to pay, it weil is worth 
few c~nts more. 

-oOO·· · 

GUNNER CADE, by Cyril Judd 

dust jacket,~and . con
colo'r pl ates. ~vhile 
the average collector 
that, and possibly a 

--CHARLRS LEE RIDDLE 

!::illTlOn a11u u,.;uu::; v~1· continue t " -~ ~ _..~ _,orne of the b~::;;:; v 0cience tictlon 
novels on the markets today; and this is no exception. The only faul t I 
can find with this one is that it was issued too soon after magazine 
serialization in Astounding S. F. Those of yo/u :vrho are in the kno1-1 w-ill 
recognize the name of "Cyril Juddll as being the pen name of t he collabora
tion of C. H. Kornbluth and Ju.di.thJ1er:d .l, both of whom Bre good vrriters 
in their own right. 

:t ~~ 1t}1is. is the story .of. a fighting man, a mercenary. if you wish, ·and told in 
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H AR11 0NY 
( continued) 

cr A. Willis, comments that some of 
the stories in "Le Livre Des Mille 
Nuits Et Une Nuittt which he claims 
is t he Arabian Nights but which I 
cleverly deduce t o be . o uh ••• 11 The 
Saga of A Thousand Nights and One 
Ni.ght" could appear in a modern 
stf magazine with the addition of 
"some scientific gobbledegook11 in a 
recent Q.UJJIDRY. 

If 'It-TO didn't know better, we 
would think our esteemed vial ter L ... 
didn 't know much about liter ary 
construction, wouldn't we? The 
st-) rios have niether the construct
i on of a novel or a short story, 
Since the short .story l ength is the 
most applicable, l et us consider a 
tale from the Arabian Nights as 
such. 

A short story would produce a 
tts ingl e effect" in it, character 
and pl ot should be inter-dependent , 
D::;e s any story in the Nights pro
duce a single effect? No, they 
hop from a page of f antasy, t o a 
page of physical adventure, t o one 
of philosophy, t o a discourse on 
Korean theology, t o a page of puns , 
to one of sox. Does any story 
rely on the character of its pro-

, tagonist f or dramatic consequences? 

No . Take the example of Sinbad. He 
se t s ail t o r ecoup his f ortunes, 
r epentent f or his squanderings, de
termined in his desires. This is 
human drama, but it ends vThen by 
pure chance, he goes ashore on a 
little island which turns out t o be 
the back of a loviatan. Should he 
have resolved tCJ go onto that "is
land11 for some reason implicit in 
his character, the tale might have 
remained drama, but it's difficult 
t o see how all the other coinciden
ces--the r ok, t he land of diamonds , 
t he princess, etc. --could be made 
to be 11 in charactertt, They cer
tainly wouldn't produce a s ingle 
effect. 

"Le Livre Des Nillc Nui.ts, etc" 
arc delightful r eading, but they 
are fables, not stories, and I'm 
afraid a n y modern editor would 
realize that. If h e · didn't, he 
should. 

Neverthel ess, my esteemed col
league (Walter A. Hillis) should bo 
complimented on his fino theory 
that stf is just f oe livre in mod
ern scientific dross~ -~er great 
minds have advanced similar pron
ouncements. It i s only 1vc common 
semi-illiterate peons that think 
of stf as being signi ficant, proph
etic, serious liter ature, ot al, 
but then, i gnorance is bliss, 

-o-o-o-o- o-o-o- o- o-o-o-o- o- o- o-o- o- o- o-o-o--0- o- o- o- o- o-o-o- o-o- o- o- o-o - o-

IN DEFENSE OF 
THE DEFENSELESS 
( continued) 

To those of you who still think ~\mazing bt ories should mutate, you J'lay 

bold to this. Howard Browne, the editor, intends to have his magazine go 
~{)lick'. If not f or the present wo.r, it would have already done so . You 
all knov1 what that will menno Hhen it h <.lS mutated, I believe-- I predict-
that fandom will s ee the light, t oo l ate, and mourn the passing of an ins
titution, f o a gateway from r cali ty t o imaginative reading . A.s it is novJ 
Amazing Stories is the " <(pen scaQ1Tle 11 t o tho worlds of science fiction. 

· Ol d Aristocrat, misunders t ood by most f or l o, these many years, I 
salute youl 
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STOP THIS PUNISHING BUSINESS:: 
( cJntinued) 

but vd.ll trip ove r his ov-.rn t ongue , fallin~:s headlon g throu gh the rungs , 
when 1feighing thos e steps in the be.l nnce proparto ry t o carrying ti·wr1 out~ 

Coul d Tucke r tuck into it? \-Jc:ul d i.cke nnan acknowl ed~:se the need, and 
ht:.ck a fan-size d niche in his pedes t a l · t'o provide f vot-room f or the poo r 
pur llilind f~n t o clj~b out of t ho morass? Can the silvor- tcngue Silve r be r g 
des t r oy this mountain cf iniqui ty? Can Charle s Lee ro.isc an ar gUPlent 
'lvhich will not bo riddled vri th hol es by t he malicious t ongues of t ho pun
sters? 

Cer t ainly Henry H o Bun:oll f r om do 1-m south couldn't be rry well do it, 
but a yell t o Ian To Mac mie;ht do some [!;OOd., A filip or tHO t o the s chom.o 
in Roe ' s Club Hou se might hel p , al soo 

But having got thi s f o.r, I :m d.ap11 certain t hat Slate r i s slated no t t o 
ba of any concre t o as s istance~ l:J2.l lted in by punsters t hr oughout t he Brit 
i sh I s las, it is not s urprising 't he b r icks I 1ve dropped on the r 'Jof of my 
o1.m. c cmstruction~ I t r equi r es compl et8 l y r otilingo •••• 

( l ) 

( 2) 
( 3) 
(L,) 

I used thi s mys elf in a l ette r lbo 14illis , and then realized t h-:: pit 
ymmed t o engulf me l 
Reho.bili tate in this so.· ro, means 1 to make livabl e with 1 • Huh? 
BNF - Big H.J.ffie F an , not t o be con.f.uscd Hit h bnf - brand n e;.v fan . 

v VYF - Very Youne • an~ 
- c -o- c, -o - o- o- o- o- o- o- o- o-:J - o- o- ., - o- :J -o - o --o - 0- o- o- o--o- o- o- o-o- o- o- o- c-0-o--

KAN Kl'JJ KJU3ITZER~ : 
( ccntinued) 

On the other hand~ new t a l ents Here discovered~ Success i n many arts 
P-nc:~ crafts arc bcc J.llSO of r:tct lif O activ::_ty i n those lines o Talent that 
amounts t o gen ius in m11s ::...c:? Hriti'1£ C ! ' spc rts may r equire G ''nt~ .D"J.~ d cf f or:b 
over several l ife times" One bnhappy and desper a t e l ady was t ol d t hot she 
had been a de cor at or in D. templ e in ancient Egypto l•lthough s he was over 
40, she changed her prof ession t o i nturi or decor a t or ·and b e came a huee 
SUCCCS3o 

Cayce would neye J; penni t any advc r t i :::cmcnt of his talentso He char ged 
only a small f ee ., Shcnrood Eddy, liho vi r:li t ed him a t Virei ni a Beach, Va ., 
'1-lhoro he livod many y eo.rs, s a i d he vJas a very humble man, taught a Baptist 
Slmday School cl a3s with bocomi l'g Jl"lcdi ccri ty , and WClS a trnnsp cr cnt Saint .. 
So many desper at e peopl e o.ppcalud fo r roadings during W:Jrl d \'lar II t hat 
Cayce, v<ho hated t o t ur n dcn:-n lwlp to :myone, worked L0o har d at hi s 
str 2.nge pr of ess i on anc! d i ed frc;m exhausti on" He had spent his life in 
service to others and di e d a poo r Plc.n ., 

H'l J. ··:" t. t~1ousancls of t hese nhysical ::mel life r eadine;s .th c<. t a r e noH be 
ing studied by inte r ested researr;hcrJ .~ One of thes e, Gin 01~ Ce rrni nare, Ph .D., 
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® 
in psychology at Wisconsin, carefully investi gated the life readings and 
the r esults are published in t he book, 11Hany Mansionsn which should be i1i 
mos t libraries and book stores. 

These things are apparent in Cayce 1 s work. We have l ived many lives 
on this earth. Our success and physical health depends on our behavior 
and inte rests in past lives. " f"s you sow, sb · shall you reap, 11 may be 
literally true. You can better yourself in future lives by behaving your
self in this one and concentrating your efforts along lines you wish to 
persue. The souls of men are going s omeplace. The bodies that men inhab
it may die out in an atomic war, but t he 11 I .t\M 11 will go on in some form or 
another forever . When you wear out a body, you trade i t in for a new mod
el aft er a period of rest. Isn't that exciting. 

t'ly head was ringing with this book when I sat down f or lunch one hot 
day · on the steps of Parker School. Mail carriers must cat their lunch on 
t he route . The school being closed for the summer, I ate outside and 
fought with the flies f or my sandwiches . During the half hour lunch I 
someti mes read my patrons magazines . This day I had a paper published by 
a religi ous organization inte res t ed in spiritualism. It ccntained an art
icle by Thomas Payne, written forty years after his death and transmitted 
t o earth by spiritualist medium; an orticle by. a spiritualist in Califo
rnia who sported himself on Sunday afternoon by having his spirit friends 
materi alize on the front porch ~~d wave to the neighbors, and any number 
.of want ads by psychic people 1vho •vould get in touch with your dead rela
tives f pr tho small f ee of one dollar. . ~ ~ , . 

One such ad 
Florida, stated 
would throw in a 
had learned the 
the applicant. 

caught my attention. r.. woman from India, living in 
that ·she could t ell you about your past incarnations and 
symbolic analysis of your ego f or only two dollars . She 

art in India. All she needed was the full name aJI!d age of 
I s ent for my flic amascopc . 11 

Did I find out any thing? I certainly di'ct! However, I have us ed moro 
than my share of space hero, and this is a .long story, so I •ll save i t for 
some· other column. I ill give this much of a hint--I Wl,S NO LOUSEY CIJ'o.H
DIGGER, Believe me! 

-o-o-o-o-o-o~o--o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 0-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o~o-o-o-o-o-o-o

J.N J~POLOGY ;: 

One of the primary duties of any editor is t o make sure that sources 
of mat erial his writers quote are correct. I fell dmm en that j ob in the 
l as t issue by letting <lim Harmon quote H. L. Gol d without · n;)qucsting t o 
see "the letters apparently quot Gcl . I apol ogize t o Mr . Gold f or thic;, ancl 
also for not knowing. better. I 1ve visited Horace in his apartment many 
times, and kno,,'\1 for sure that he; is nL) t the type of person Jim tried to 
make hi m out t o be. This apol,jgy was ~ll~;o gi vcn t o Horace in pc:rs ~m , :1nd 
;:~s far as he is concerned, the: matter :i.s f or gotten, but I s hould and here 
1.1,"ith mal\e it a public apol ogy. ---Charles Lee Riddle 
- o- o- o-o-o- o- o- o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o--o-0-o - o-o- o- o- o- o- o- o-o-o- o- o-c- o- o-
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PEON NOTES : : 
{continued) 

h2.d been givEm to the Little Men r of Borkel ey, California, we woul cl have 
h<:>.d another flop such as the Now Orl eans group put on last year! It seems 
that the group out west doesn ' t care to be associated with the 'fans' of 
this day and age ; but prefer, much prc;f er, to be classified as intellec
tual s of the science fiction genre. You can imagine what sort of a con
vention they would have given us! 

-oOo-

Apologies to Torry Carr for associccting him with tho Willis dea:th hoax 
I wrote about in the last issue of PEON. The convention is now over, . and 
apparently no harm came out of the attempted hoax, fortun ately enough, and 
tho originator, Peter Graham of San Francisco, wishes to ap~logize f o any
one who was disturbed by his post cards . He alone was r esponsible, m1d 
I am sorry th.J.t I rang in 'l'erry on the deal. Pet er has vol unteered t o re
pay ms for the phone call I made to Lee Hoffman t o verify the · fact that 
the report was fals e, but so far has not done so--however, this is not in
tended tc be a slur on Pete r, but to shOI·i that he has realized the mistake 
he made and is trying to make ar10nds f c, r it . Okay'? 

- oOo-

PEON NOTETTES~ :Congratulations to Jimmy Taurasi f or completing t en years 
of publishing the only authentic and regular ncwszine of fandom, FANTAS.Y 
TD'lES. I don 't im2.ginc that th8re are m1y of the r eaders of PEm: 'Nh0 'va 
not seen a copy of this grand newszine , but if you haven't send a dj~e t o 
Fand)Pl House, % James V. Taurasi, 137-03 32nd Ave., Flushing 54, N. Y., 
f8r the next issue, ar:.d s ee all the news you may be missing out on •• •• If 
you are inte rested in j oining the Fantasy Amateur Press Associatilij,ll, con
t act A. E. l.nJinne, 109 Ashley Street, Spr ingfi eld S, Nass::tchusetts, for 
further details . Ev is the new secretary-treasurer, replacing yours truly 
who ' di d not choos e t o run', ·and the v.raiting list is r atlKi r low. There 
is a definite good chance of your bee ·.ming a member without too much del ay 
if you write .right away and also if you can meet the requiroments •••• A 
ra·bhe r sad mistake was made in the last issue of PEON, · giving the sub
scri ption price of CONNF!~, the official organ of the Connecticut Science
Fiction Leag,ue . I quoted a price of )¢ each, or 12 f or $1.00, which is 
absurd on the f ace of it. The cc rrect price is 5¢ each? or 12 for 50¢. I 
am still the official editor of CONNFAN, and incidentally, if any of you 
readers correspond with, or know any, Connecticut fans, please s end me 
thdr names and addresses, so we can c ,mtact them •••• That 1 s it f or this 
time, friends . Thanks a l ot f or all the letters of .. c cmrnont on pr8vious 
i s sues , and r emember, we are ah~ays loc;JdnG f or articles and fiction. \~o 
are ospcci.ally inte rested in c ~.mtacting fan-artists, for your editor i s 
ccrtD.inly not one himself, and 1.-1 0 W'JU.ld like. t o liven up the page s of PEON 
a lit tlc: mor e •••• See you next mo11th, bhon ~ •• • ~Q../ 
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